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Dear Parents, 
Hi, I am Mrs. Smith and I am your child’s Algebra teacher this year.  Welcome to 8th grade!
I want you to know that I have high expectations and hopes for your child in my class.  I care about your child.  I show I care by working hard, trying to do my best and striving to improve each year.  And I expect my students to work hard and to try to do their best.  I know that everyone’s best is different.  

Your child may have to work really hard to do well in this class.  They may have to work harder than they are used to.  They may have to work harder than they like to.  This does not necessarily mean that there is a lot of work.  It will mean different things for different students depending on their strengths and weaknesses.  To work hard for your child may mean that they need to learn to be more organized, they may need to learn how to study on their own outside of class, or it may mean that math has always been easy for them and this class is the first math class that challenges them.  It may mean that they have to learn to ask for help.   I am here to help.  I will help them do all of the above.  I won’t do it for them, but I will help them with it.  I expect students to ask for help if they need it.
Please keep up with how your child is doing in class by talking with them about it regularly, emailing me when needed, giving me a call, and/or checking your child’s grades on infinite campus.  If your child is not performing to your or their standards or if they need help let me know! I offer a HELP SESSION every Thursday after school if your child would like to meet with me. They do not need an appointment, they simply need to show up and I will be waiting.  If your child says that the teacher won’t help them, that they ask questions and they still don’t get it, please call me!   

Contact Information:

Teacher:  Mrs. Abby Smith

· Class Phone (this is a direct line)  #254-6647

· email  asmith@gpsbulldogs.org
Grading Policy
10% 
 Homework Participation 

10%      Homework Checks
30% 
Quizzes

50% 
Tests

Homework Participation

Student’s homework will be scored on a daily basis.  Each assignment will be worth 4 points towards the student’s homework participation grade.  A student will either receive a 4 for total completion of their homework, a 3 for 75% or more completion, a 2 for at least half completion, a 1 for 25% completion, or 0 points for no completion.  The following criteria must be met in order to receive all 4 homework points:

· Every problem on the assigned homework must be completed 
· Complete can mean any one of the following:
· If the student knows how to do the problem, then do it, show work, circle answer.
· If the student kind of knows how to do the problem, then do it, show work, circle answer, put a question mark in the margin by the number.
· If the student has no idea how to do the problem then, copy the problem word for word from the book and any of the instructions that go with it, circle the entire problem and write a question mark in the margin.
· Show work on the problem.
· If there is more than one step to a problem show the work involved by writing it out neatly and in an organized manner.  This means even work that you do in your head.  In other words, if the problem requires more than multiplying 2 numbers together show how you got from point A to Z.

· Correct your work
· The answers will be displayed for student’s to check work at home. This is an EXPECTATION that will allow more class time for questions and discussion along with more enriching activities. Students may access this information by visiting the math department website at www.gpsbulldogmath.weebly.com.  

The objective of homework participation is to monitor whether students are being responsible and doing their work. 
Homework Checks
Once homework assignments have been corrected and discussed in class students are expected to be familiar with that material and be able to show mastery of the taught skill.  Homework checks will be given over a previous lesson or two’s homework that has already been discussed in class.  Students will not be allowed to use their homework on the homework check.  The assessments will usually consist of a few problems and will have a restricted time limit as students should be familiar with the material that is being assessed.  As a teacher, this is the piece that I look at to determine whether or not students understand the material that has been given to them before it shows up on a quiz or a test.
Quizzes

Quizzes will cover a few sections of material from the current chapter.  Quizzes test comprehension, synthesis and articulation of material. 

Tests

Tests will focus on the content from the current chapter and potentially contain material from previous chapters as well.  The objective of a test is to assess comprehension, synthesis and articulation of an entire chapter of content.  As the year progresses, students will be asked to complete tests in the allotted class time only as a way to prepare them for high stakes tests in the future.  We will work through implementing this more strictly each new trimester. 
Grading Scale


100-94  A

86-83  B 

76-73  C

66-63  D
 


 93-90   A-

82-80  B-

72-70  C-

62-60  D-



 89-87   B+

79-77  C+

69-67  D+

less than60%

is failing

Materials Needed

Scientific Calculator  NOTE: this is NOT a graphing calculator

A binder/folder to keep organization of handouts
Ruler

Pencils/pens

It is expected that your child have these materials to work with for the duration of the year and that they bring all of them to class daily. It is important that your child be familiar with their own materials so that when they are at home and working on homework they know the correct buttons to use on their calculator and they have the materials to access a number of different kinds of problems. I do not specify which materials are needed on given assignments as students are expected to have all these materials on them at all times. If there are any materials on this list that are a problem, please contact me or have your child talk to me and we can see what we can do to work it out.
