ALGEBRA

CHAPTER 8

SECTION 1

NOTES

Math is full of patterns.  

Find the pattern below.
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This means that any value to the zero power is equal 




to 1.
Continue the pattern.
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This means that any value to a negative exponent is 





equal to the reciprocal to a positive exponent.
**** The sign on the exponent has nothing to do with the sign of the term (ie positive vs negative).  It has everything to do with where the term is located in the fraction.

Simplify the following.
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Evaluate the following when n = -2 and w = 5
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Word Problem.

A certain bacteria population triples each month.  The expression 
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 models the population after m months of growth.  Evaluate for m = 0 and m = 2.
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This is how many bacteria 


This is how many bacteria are in the

are in the culture at the beginning

culture after 2 months.

of the time (0 months have passed.)
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